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His Grace teaches on the Sacraments of Initiation,
(from the Archbishop’s pastoral letter, Sept. 2019)

Munus Docendi: The Sacraments:
Sacraments of Initiation
Three of the seven sacraments of the
Church are classified together as the
“sacraments of initiation” – Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist. This is
because in the early Church, these sacraments were distinct but celebrated at
the same time for adults who were entering the Church as it spread quickly
in the first few centuries. Converts to
the Christian Church (called
“catechumens”) would be in the
catechumenate process (what today we
call the RCIA) for a few years, as they
were instructed and formed morally
and spiritually to take on their new
identity as Christians. On the day of
reception, which was usually at the
Easter Vigil, these catechumens would
be baptized and confirmed, as well as
receive their first Holy Communion.
By reception of these sacraments, the
new Christians “put on the garment of
salvation”, and were counted as
members of Jesus Christ in the Church.

be at the “age of reason” (about age 7),
when a child would be able to understand the distinction between the Eucharist and “ordinary bread”. In most
instances, Confirmation ended up as
the last of these sacraments to be celebrated. This gives the erroneous impression that Confirmation is the apex
of Christian initiation … that honour
really belongs to the Holy Eucharist.

Seen together, the Sacraments of
Initiation are understood as the
A child would be baptized as an infant; process by which we “put on Jesus
Christ”, become “members of
they would be confirmed by the
bishop at a date suitable to the bishop, Christ’s Body”, or as St. Paul puts it
and finally they would receive First
about his initiation, “I live no
Holy Communion shortly after that.
longer my own life, but Jesus
Pope Pius X in the early 1900s was
Christ lives in me.” In this light, I
concerned that children be able to rehave often wondered if some
ceive Communion as soon as possible
parents truly understand the
in their life, so he decreed that young
significance and consequences of
people make their first Communion as
early as possible. This was deemed to having their child baptized. Much
more than simply “getting their
child done”, they are immersing
Archbishop Pettipas
their daughter or son in a relation[Baptism is]...much more than
In subsequent generations, as the
simply “getting their child done”, ship and a reality that will have an
baptism of infants became the norm,
it has an impact more profound
impact more profound than anythese three sacraments were separated
than anything else...
thing else that they will ever do for
in their celebration, as well as in the
their child.
order in which they were celebrated.
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Friday, September 20, 2019
at 7 PM – 9:30 PM
St. Joseph Catholic Church
Grande Prairie, AB
Guest Speaker: Carmen Moore
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